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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMSWCRTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Adiscombe  House, 
Barnsley  Road, 
HEMSWORTH. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  and  health  services  of  your  district  for  the  year 
1955.  As  has  been  customary  in  previous  reports  I have  also  i ncl  uded  i nfc-rmati  on  and  details  of  the 
personal  health  services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  the  west  Riding  County  Council 
.>0  that  you  may  have  a full  picture  of  the  work  done  in  your  area  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  report  of  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  also  been  included  and  is  complementary  to  this  report. 

The  estimated  mid  year  population  for  1955  increased  to  50,170,  an  increase  of  520  from  the  previous 

year. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  w*s  14,336,  272  new  houses  having  been  built 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  live  births  increased  by  87  on  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  still  births  being  the 

same,  23,  I am  glad  to  report  no  maternal  death. 

The  birth  rate  of  20.8  was  well  above  the  rate  for  the  County  and  for  England  and  Wales.  The  death 

rate  and  the  still  birth  rate  were  both  below  those  for  the  County  and  for  England  and  Wales.  The  infant 

mortality  rate  unfortunately  once  again  rose  above  the  County  and  National  Rates. 

Epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  largely  accounted  for  the  increase  in  notifiable  infectious 
diseases.  More  serious  were  the  12  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis,  II  in  young  children.  The  I case 
of  typhoid  fever  resulted  from  close  contact  with  a case  in  hospital  outside  your  area.  There  was  a 
marked  reduction  in  cases  of  dysentery  and  a marked  increase  in  cases  of  food  poisoning.  Improved  laboratory 
facilities  and  a great*-  ewarenuss  by  the  general  publ  i c and  medical  profession  will  almost  certainly  mean 
increased  notifications  for  some  years  to  come.  Improved  standards  of  personal  hygiene,  and  cleanliness  in 
food  preparation,  together  with  health  education  of  children  offer  the  only  sure  method  of  reduci ng  the 
incidence  of  these  infections. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  showed  a slow  but  steady  progress.  Vaccination 
against  smallpox  was  disappointingly  low.  Once  again  I am  happy  to  report  no  case  of  diphtheria  in 
your  district. 

The  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing  and  Oomi  ci  I i ary  Midwi  fery  services  have  functioned  efficiently  and 
maintained  the  high#tsndard  f work  expected  of  them. 

The  Home  Help  service  has  again  been  in  great  demand,  particularly  for  the  aged  and  an  increased 
number  of  hours  to  a greater  number  of  cases  has  been  provided. 

After  care  arrangements  as  provided  for  by  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  have  functioned 
well  and  liaison  jnd  cooperation  between  hospital  and  local  authority  services  have  been  good. 
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in  the  mental  health  field  the  opening  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at  Hemsworth  for  chi Idren  and  adults 
from  the  Urbar  and  Rural  districts  has  been  the  highlight  of  the  year.  In  a very  short  time  the  pupils 
and  staff  have  settled  down  to  a programme  of  work  suff i ci ently  flexible  to  meet  the  varying  abilities 
of  the  differenct  pupils.  Already  pupils  and  staff  speak  with  pride  about  their  "school". 

Once  again  1 am  gl ad  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  in  the  work  of  the  health  deDartment.  My  colleagues  in  the  other  departments  have 
at  all  times  been  cooperative  and  helpful  and  I wish  to  thank  them  and  my  own  loyal  staff  for  their 
assistance  during  the  year. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  S.  WALTERS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B, , D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PART  ONE 


STATISTICS 

AND  SOCIAt 

CONDITIONS 

Area  of  the  District. 

29,055  acres 

Population  (estimated  Mid.  1955) 

50,170 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.55) 

14,336 

Rateable  value  (at  31.(4  55) 

£222,565 

Product  of  pennyrate  (at  31.12.55) 

£815.  10.  Id. 

VITAL 

STATISTICS, 

> 

LIVE 

BIRTHS: 

Male 

Femal e 

Total 

Legiti  mate 

521 

513 

1034 

g ' 1 egi timate 

15 

17 

32 

536 

530 

1066 

STILL 

BIRTHS; 

Leg! timate 

12 

1 1 

23 

i 1 1 egi  tifRdfco 

- 

- 

- 

548 

541 

1089 

Crude  Rates: 


DEATHS: 


Li ve  Bi rths 
Still  Births 


21.2  per  lOOO  estimated  population. 
21.1  per  1 000  total  births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Al 1 age  groups 

231 

193 

424 

Infants  under  1 year 

18 

20 

38 

Infants  under  4 weeks 

II 

1 1 

22 

Crude  Rates: 


Al I age  groups 
Infants  under  I year 
I nfants  under  4 weeks 


8.5  per  1000  estimated  population 

35.6  per  1000.  rotated  live  birth* 

20.6  per  1000  related  live  births 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

BIRTH  RATE 

Rural  District 

20.8 

19.3 

21.0 

19.5 

20.1 

(adjusted) 

West  Riding 

15.4 

15.3 

16.0 

15.7 

15.8 

England  A Walts 

15.0 

15.2 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

Still  Birth 

Rural  District 

21 .1 

23.0 

25,1 

26.1 

22.4 

Rate . 

' West  Riding 

26.4 

25.9 

24 .7 

24.6 

26.0 

England  & Wales 

23.1 

23.4 

22.4 

22.6 

23.0 

OEATH  RATE 

ftjral  District 

11.3 

II  .1 

II  .0 

II  .4 

13.4 

(adjusted) 

West  Riding 

12.3 

12.5 

12.1 

12.0 

12.7 

England  & Wales 

11.7 

II  .4 

11.4 

11.3 

12.5 

Infant  Mortality 

Rural  District 

35.6 

23.5 

42.2 

42.5 

39.3 

Rate. 

West  Riding 

26.2 

28.0 

29.3 

30.0 

31.8 

England  & Wales 

24.9 

25.5 

26.8 

27.6 

29.6 

The  Principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: 


Disease 

Mala 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

Syphylitic  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

= 

1 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

5 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

9 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

•» 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

26 

43 

Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

3 

3 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

31 

53 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

38 

15 

53 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

5 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

30 

30 

60 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

6 

12 

Pneumonia 

9 

14 

23 

Bronchitis 

38 

10 

48 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

CongenitaS  malformation 

6 

7 

13 

Other  defined  and  i 1 1 "defined  diseases 

16 

22 

38 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  accidents 

13 

3 

16 

Suic ids 

3 

2 

5 

TOTALS: 

231 

193 

424 

The  number  of  death*  has  increased  by  13  from  the  previous  year. 

Diseases  of  heart  and  circulation  together  with  malignant  new  growths  are  responsible  for  60X 
of  the  death* o 


5, 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  following  table  gives  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  classified  into 

age  groups 


Age  groups. 

Total s. 

Cause  of  death. 

Under 

1 wk. 

1 - 2 

wks. 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

1 * 3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Congeni  tal  defects 

6 

- 

- 

- 

I 

2 

- 

- 

3 

6 

9 

Heart  disease 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumoni a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

2 

5 

7 

Asphyxi a 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

EpI  1 epsy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  injuries 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

5 

Prematuri ty 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Atel ectasi s 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Bronchi  ti s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Total s: 

20 

2 

- 

1 

4 

8 

1 

2 

18 

20 

38 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  has  increased  by  15.  Of  these  22  occurred  in  the  first  two  weeks  of 
life  and  were  attributable  to  factors  affecting  the  child  before  and  during  birth.  Of  the  remaining 
16  two  accidental  asphyxi ati ons  and  8 infections  must  be  considered  to  have  been  avoidable. 
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Vital  statistics  for  the  various  parishes  are  shown  in  the  following  table;" 


Pari sh. 

Pepul ation 

Live  Bi rths 

Birth 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

under 

1 year 

1 

stni  j 

Bi  rths  ■ 

M 

F 

M 

Ackwerth 

4,431 

35 

32 

15.1 

22 

16 

8.1 

4 

- 

Badswerth 

171 

4 

2 

35,1 

2 

1 

17.6 

- 

Bi  1 1 i ngley 

114 

- 

2 

17.5 

2 

1 

26.3 

- 

- 

Bri  erl ey  wi th 

Grimethorpe 

7,512 

95 

99 

25.8 

36 

27 

8.4 

4 

5 

Great  Houghton 

2,341 

18 

13 

13,2 

16 

12 

11.9 

4 

1 

Havercroft 

2,059 

32 

24 

27.2 

7 

5 

5,8 

2 

1 

Hessle,  Hill  Top, 

Wragby 

139 

- 

2 

14,4 

2 

- 

14.4 

1 

Huntwick,  Foul  by. 

i 

Neste 1 1 

334 

2 

2 

12,0 

1 

3 

12.0 

i 

Ki rk  Smeaton 

212 

- 

3 

14,2 

4 

1 

23.6 

- 

- 

Little  Houghton 

694 

8 

1 1 

27.4 

6 

4 

14.4 

2 

- 

Little  Smeaton 

290 

3 

<.4 

24.1 

4 

3 

24.1 

Ryhi 1 1 

2,735 

15 

27 

15.4 

12 

17 

10.6 

a 

Shafton 

1,959 

29 

22 

26.0 

9 

6 

7.7 

3 

2 

South  El msal  1 

7,552 

72 

51 

16,3 

44 

27 

9.5 

3 

5 

South  Hi  end ley 

1,588 

12 

20 

20.1 

4 

4 

5.0 

1 

2 

South  Kirkby 

11,940 

163 

145 

25.9 

43 

37 

6.7 

12 

5 

Thorpe  Audi  in 

317 

2 

- 

6,3 

- 

2 

6,3 

- 

- 

Upton  and  North 

Elmsal 1 

5,641 

46 

69 

20.4 

17 

27 

7.8 

3 

2 

Walden  Stubbs 

122 

- 

1 

8.2 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

West  Hardwick 

19 

- 

1 

52.5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  District 

50,170 



536 

530 

21.2 

231 

193 

8.5 

38 

j 

23 

1066 

424 
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PART  TWO 


Tewnshi p. 


Aekworth 
Bi  I ! i ngl  ey 
Bri  erl ey 
Great  Houghton 
Gri methorpe 
Havercrof t 
Li ttl e Houghton 
Little  Smeaton 
Moorthorpo 
Nostel I 
Ryhi I I 
Shafton 
South  Elffisall 

I 

South  HiandSey 
South  Ki rkby 
Stubbs  Walder 
Thorpe  Audi  in 
Upton 

Total  s 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NQTIFIABl  01 SEASES 

OISEASES  NOTIPI  ED  IN  TOWNSHIPS 


1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

: 

j 

— 

Pol io- 

myel  i ti  s 

| 

j 

1 (/) 

! t> 

f </> 

c* 

£ 

Pneumoni a 

■ Dysentery 

Erysi pel  as 

c 

o 

o 

* 

Tubereu- 

1 osi  s 

Typhoid 

Total  s 

si 

&\ 

- 

(V 

-C 

a> 

3 

• 

O 

or 

c 

*Q_ 

• 

O 

§ 

Paralytie 

» 

>> 

z 

06 

CL 

C 

z 

*^5 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o> 

C 

c 

• 

2E 

o> 

c 

*1 

O) 

* 

ID 

© 

l? 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

| Respi ratory 

</> 

f 

I 

...  . ... 

Other 

J 

j 1 1 

6 

T 

i - 

) 

75 

- 

- 

2 

I 

- i . 

- 

* 

' 

1 

- 

92 

! 

- 

- 

3 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

j 

1 

i 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

-- 

16 

j 3 

- 

- 

82 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

88 

i 8 

7 

i 

- 

12 

2 

* 

1 

3 

4 

“ 

- 

- 

38 

6 

55 

* 

" 

56 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

118 

| * 

i 

1 

28 

2 

. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

36 

! ' 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

* 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

* 

20 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

26 

- 

i 

3 

- 

- 

* 

- 

“ 

- 

" 

- 

4 

1 

14 

3 

J 

30 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

49 

5 

16 

- 

54 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

78 

5 

47 

2 

“ 

101 

1 

3 

- 

1 

I*' 

3 

- 

1 

- 

166 

1 

9 

* 

1 

22 

“ 

33 

28 

10 

2 

1 

73 

4 

2 

7 

- 

12 

- 

1 

1 

141 

“ 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

* 

- 

- 

- 

3 

« 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

4. 

1 

- 

37 

10 

4 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

109 

68 

212 

12 

3 

612 

li!_ 

10 

" 

2 

17 

2 

27 

2 

3 

1 

1003 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 


9, 


CASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS 


Diseases . 

Under  1 ye«rj 

1 “ 2 years 

CO 

S- 

• 

>h 

1 

to 

5 “ 9 years 

1 0 - 14  years 

I5~24  years 

25  - 35  years 

35  - 44  years 

45  “ 64  years 

65  and  over 

Total s 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

15 

34 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

68 

Whoopi  ng  Cough 

27 

49 

51 

83 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

212 

Paralytic 

- 

3 

2 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Pol i omyet i ti s 

Non~Paral yti c 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Measl es 

II 

161 

199 

235 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

612 

Pneumoni a 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

I 

6 

5 

21 

D/sente  ry 

- 

2 

' 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

10 

Erysi pel  as 

» 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

2 

1 1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

i 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food  Poi  soni  rig 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

- 

4 

- 

1 

1 

17 

Puerperal  Pyrexi a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

=> 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Respiratory 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

3 

10 

3 

27 

Tubercul osi s 

Meni nges 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Other 

- 

- 

! 

- 

- 

= 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Totals: 

43 

234 

276 

366 

II 

(5 

— 

17 

8 

23 

1 1 

1003 

An  epidemic  of  measles  and  of  whooping  cough  account  for  824  of  the  1003  notified  infectious  diseases. 
Of  the  12  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  II  were  in  children  under  10  years  of  age.  The  case  of  typhoid 
fever  was  contracted  in  a hospital  outside  your  district.  The  dysent^cy  and  food  poisoning  notifications 
together  show  a reduction  of  10  from  the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS: 


The  following  table  summarise*  tha  particulars  contained  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register:- 


No.  of  Cases 
on  Register. 

Respiratory. 

Non -Res pi ratory. 

Total . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

At  1st  January,  1955 

192 

134 

15 

31 

372 

New  cases  added  to 
Register  during  1955 

Removed  during  1955: 

16 

16 

2 

5 

39 

(a)  Death 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

(b)  Recovered 

3 

4 

1 

1 

9 

(c)  Removed 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Total  at  31st 
December,  1955. 

199 

142 

16 

35 

392 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases  added  to  the  register  continued,  39  compared  with  43  in 
1954,  57  in  1953  and  60  in  1952. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


0“4  years 

5”  14  years 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  children  who  completed 
a fu!linitia*  course  during  1955. 

323 

281 

604 

No.  of  children  who  received 

Booster  injection  during  1955, 

69 

493 

562 

The  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of  children  protected  by  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
reported  last  year  continues. 


The  immunisation  state  of  children  in  the  Rural  District  at  31st  December,  1955,  who  have  completed 
a course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  this  date  is  shown  as  follows:- 


Age  at  31.12.55. 

Under  1 

1 - 4 

5-9 

10  - 14 

TOTAL. 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  whether 
primary  or  Booster. 

1951  - 1955 

6 

1429 

2140 

1363 

4938 

1950  or  earl ier. 

- 

- 

1013 

1390 

2403 

In  the  Rural  district  4938  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  have  had  a complete  course  of  primary  ®r 
'’booster'’  injections  since  1951.  In  addition  there  are  2403  children  age  5 to  14  years  who  have  had 
protection  in  1950  or  earlier. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


0-4  years 

5 - 14  years 

TOTAL . 

No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  initial  course  during  1955. 

231 

- 

231 

Total  No.  of  children  now 

considered  protected. 

703 

55 

758 

The  number  of  children  now  considered  to  have  been  protected  by  immunisation  has  risen  to  758 
O0«if»red  with  527  in  1954. 


VACCINATION. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination. 

Under 

1 year 

1 

B 

CM 

5-14 

15  and 

Over 

TOTAL. 

Primary 

99 

14 

4 

9 

13 

139 

vaccination. 

Re-vacci nation 

2 

12 

14 

Primary  vaccination  has  increased  from  104  in  1.954  to  139  in  1955 
is  realised  that  the  99  under  I year  of  age  represent  only  9*  of  the  I 
The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is 


. This  is 
066  births 
36.4*. 


disappointing  when 
for  the  same  year. 


it 
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PART  THREE 


CARE  OF  MOTHER.  YOUNG  CHILDREN  AND  NURSING  SERVICES. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


Nine  fully  qualified  Health  Visitors  and  two  assistants  are  employed  in  the  district  and,  in 
addition  to  home  visits,  carry  out  clinic  and  school  nursing  duties.  The  total  of  17,975  visits 
which  they  made  can  be  classified  as  follows:- 


As  in  previous  years  all  new  babies  have  been  visited.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the  total  number 
of  visits  made  as  a result  of  more  selective  visiting  to  homes  where  advice  and  practical  demonstration 
is  most  needed. 


To  expectant  mothers. 

To  children  under  I year. 
To  children  I = 5 years. 
To  Tuberculous  cases. 
Others  (mainly  aged). 


First  Visits.  Total  Visits. 


88 

1069 


1,157 


164 

5818 

6541 

217 

5255 

17,975 


CHILD  WELFARE  CUNINCS. 

These  are  held  regularly  wi th  a doctor  and  the  local  health  visitor  present  and  help  and  expert 
advice  is  given  on  all  aspects  of  the  baby'f  health  and  feeding.  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice 
and  Cod  Liver  Oil  are  distributed  from  the  clinics  and  an  extensive  selection  of  proprietary  dried 
milks  and  baby  foods  are  available  for  sale  to  mothers. 

As  in  previous  years  I welcome  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  clinic  voluntary  workers  for  their 
valuable  assistance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  clinics. 


Cl  inic. 

No.  of  sessions 

per  month. 

No . of  ch i 1 dren 

attended. 

Total 

Attendance. 

Ackworth. 

2 

117 

964 

Great  Houghton. 

2 

87 

736 

Grimethorpe. 

4 

327 

2757 

Ryhl 1 1 . 

2 

198 

1718 

Shaftcn. 

2 • 

62 

345 

South  El msal 1 . 

8 

284 

2563 

South  Hiendley. 

2 

73 

679 

South  Kirkby. 

4 

365 

2590 

Upton. 

2 

153 

743 

TOTALS: 

28 

1,666 

13,095 
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ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY. 


An  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  was  held  at  Hemsworth  three  times  per  week  and  during  the  year  86 
children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts  attended  for  treatment. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Held  throughout  the  district  with  a doctor  and  two  midwives  in  attendance. 


Cl  inic. 

No.  of  sessions 

per  month. 

No.  of  patients 
attended. 

Total . 

Ackworth. 

2 

89 

427 

Ryhl 1 1 . 

4 

137 

540 

South  Elmsal I . 

8 

95 

822 

South  Kirkby. 

4 

163 

1241 

TOTALS: 

18 

484 

3,030 

The  fall  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  County  Council  Clinics  reported  in 
1954  has  continued.  Increasingly  the  general  practitioner  obstetricians  are  organising  and  running 
their  own  ante=natal  clinics.  Notwithstanding  this  the  number  of  women  delivered  in  their  own  home 
by  the  district  midwives  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1954. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 


Nine  Midwives  and  one  relief  midwife  were  employed  in  the  ffcral  District.  They  attended  690 
home  confinements  and  Gas  and  Air  was  given  in  367  cases  and  Pethedine  in  356. 


MATERNITY  HOfCS  AND  HOSPITALS. 

549  women  were  confined  away  from  home  because  of  unsuitable  home  conditions  or  because  of 
medical  condition  requiring  specialist  care,  Souihmoor  Hospita  Maternity  Jnit,  Wakefield  General 
Hospital,  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital,  Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital  and 
St.  Helens  Hospital,  Barnsley  were  the  hospitals  concerned. 


CARE  OF  THE  PREMATURE  INFANT. 

There  were  97  babies  born  during  the  year  with  a birth  weight  of  5j  lbs.  or  less. 
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' 

Still 

Births 

Died  within 

Survived 

Total 

Alive 

24  hours. 

1 week . 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks. 

Domicil iary 

37 

5 

32 

3 

2 

- 

27 

Institutional 

60 

7 

53 

2 

4 

* 

47 

TOTAL : 

97 

12 



85 

5 

6 

- 

74 

The  survival  rate  at  4 weeks  is  76%  as  compared  with  BIX  in  1954  and  73X  in  1953. 


PART  FOUR. 

CARE,  AFTER  CARE  AND  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS. 


HOME  NURSING. 


10  Home  Nurses  and  I relief  nurse  with  I Home  Nurse/Midwife  made  31,159  visits  during  the  year. 
The  nurses  work  in  close  co~operation  with  and  under  the  instructions  of  the  general  practitioners. 


H0»€  HELP  SERVICE . 


Type  of 

Case 

No.  of 

Cases 

Total  Hours 
empl oyed 

Matem  ity 

28 

2,441 

Tubercul  os  is 

4 

536 

Aged 

239 

33,665 

Others 

21 

3,035 

TOTALS: 

292 

39,677 

V 


The  number  of  cases  receiving  home  help  assistance  increased  to  292  from  253  in  1954.  Help  to 
the  aged  has  accounted  for  this,  the  numbers  having  increased  from  180  in  1954  to  239  in  1955.  An 
additional  8,000  hours  has  been  worked  by  the  home  helps  to  meet  the  increase  in  cases. 


MENTAL  HEALTH. 


The  number  of  cases  under  supervision  and  guardianship  in  the  Rural 
fol lows:- 


District  at  31.12.55  were  as 


Statutory  Supervision  ° 97 
Voluntary  Supervision  - 18 

Guardianship  - 3 
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OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 


During  the  year  the  new  centre  opened.  Commencing  in  September  with  a staff  of  I Supervisor  and 
2 Nursery  assistants  there  ware  37  pupils  in  attendance  by  the  second  week.  There  were  12  children  in 
the  nursery  class  and  25  older  children  and  adult  girls  and  the  attendance  figures  were  excellent.  The 
pupils  very  speedily  developed  a pride  in  their  "school",  enjoy  the  work  and  training  which  is  adapted 
to  meet  the  varying  abilities  of  each  individual.  Unfortunately  a vacancy  for  a male  instructor  has 
prevented  the  admission  of  6 adult  males  for  training. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948  (SECTION  47). 

As  in  the  previous  year  no  necessity  to  take  action  under  Section  47  arose. 


PART  F!\£ 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


Ths  ambulance  service  continued  to  operate  from  the  South  Kirkby  depot  with  7 ambulances.  The 
number  of  staff  remains  unchanged  and  during  the  year  25,915  patients  were  carried  196,179  miles  In 
6,178  journeys. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


The  arrangements  of  previous  years  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily. 


PART  SIX 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


CLINICS. 

School  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Grimtthorpe,  Havercroft,  Moorthorpe,  South  Elmsall,  South 
Kirkby  and  Upton  and  fortnightly  at  Ackworth. 


Cl  inic 

No.  of  children 

treated. 

Total 

Attendances . 

Ackworth. 

162 

221 

Grime  thorp*. 

205 

384 

Havercroft, 

182 

285 

Moorthorpe. 

180 

336 

South  Elmsal 1 . 

1 10 

195 

South  Kirkby. 

158 

448 

Upton, 

172 

275 

17. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Of  3168  pupils  examined  562 
defects  were  found  and  552  pupils  were  referred  for  treatment. 

CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  school  nurses. 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested. 

CH8LD  GUIDANCE. 

7 cases  from  the  Rural  District  were  referred  to  the  Psychologist  for  treatment  during  the  year. 


16,141  . 
442. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

II  Consultant  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year  and  68  children  from  the  Urban  and  (%jral  Districts 
were  dealt  with. 

47  treatment  clinics  were  held  by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses  and  34  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  were  dealt  with. 


EYE  CLINICS. 

574  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  attended  55  Eye  Clinics  held  at  premises  throughout 
the  Division.  267  children  were  prescribed  glasses. 


SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC. 

171  sessions  were  held  and  55  cases  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  attended. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWORTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  1955 


Sanitary  ispector's  Office, 
orier ley  Hall, 

Br ierley, 

near  Bams  I ay. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RURAL  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Administration  in  the  Rural  District 
for  the  year  1955.  As  in  last  year's  report,  tables  have  been  relegated  to  the  end. 

HOUSING.  " During  the  year  1955,  271?  houses  were  built  in  the  Rural  District,  33  by  private  enterprise 
and  239  by  the  Council.  The  demand  for  Council  houses  remains  unsatisfied. 

An  additional  sanitary  inspector  was  appointed  for  the  specific  purpose  of  carrying  out  duties  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  evident  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  was  approximately 
1,000  less  than  had  been  estimated  in  the  1946  survey.  This  was  due  to  the  standard  of  housing  anticipated 
to  be  adopted  in  the  halcyon  days  to  come  after  the  war  never  materialising  - bathrooms,  hot  and  cold 
water  and  modern  sanitary  arrangements  for  everyone.  The  new  Housing  Act  deleted  the  clause  whereby  the 
general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  could  be  taken  into  consideration.  In  a district  such  as 
this,  where  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  is  owned  by  the  Council,  the  omission  had  a serious  adverse 
effect  on  the  standard  that  could  be  required. 

Concerning  repairs,  many  owners  contended  that  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  labour  and  materials 
did  not  warrant  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  on  pre=war  rentals.  Comparatively  few  owners  considered  it 
wise  to  take  the  opportunity  of  increasing  the  rent,  as  the  new  act  permitted.  In  view  of  the  tenants' 
right  of  applying  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES.  = In  spite  of  education  and  modern  insecticides  occasional  cases  of  verminous 
premises  are  found.  The  men  carrying  out  a disinfestation  were  highly  amused  to  hear  a member  of  the 
infested  household  lustily  accompanying  the  radio  in  one  of  the  popular  songs  "Close  the  door,  they're 
climbing  up  the  stairs",  and  without  any  trace  of  embarrassment. 


WATER  SUPPL IES.  * Public  water  supplies  continue  to  be  obtained  from  Pontefract,  Barnsley,  Dearne  Valley, 
Tlckhill  and  Nos tel  I . The  water  samples  taken  from  these  supplies  were  all  satisfactory -with  the  except 
tio#  of  a few  from  Nostell.  Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  towards  dispensing  with  this  supply 
and  substituting  water  supplied  from  Pontefract. 

In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  private  supplies  the  users  were  advised  on  the  steps  to  be  taken. 

The  percentage  of  properties  on  main  supp!  ies  la  well  above  the  national  average  for  rural  districts. 


S£i<£RS  AND  SEWERAGE.  * Several  schemes  remain  under  consideration  but  progress  has  been  delayed  by  lack 
of  ministerial  approval. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION.  • The  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  remained  at  seven.  A one** 
hundred  percent  inspection  of  all  carcases  was  maintained.  There  has  been  a pleasing  fall  in  the  percentage 
of  tuberculosis  in  all  classes!” 

Cattle  other  than  cows  from  I7JS  down  to  I OX 


Cows  from  ..  ..  ..  41*  " " 36X 

Pigs  from 3%  " " 2.6X 


The  quality  of  animal  dealt  with  has  been  good.  In  tte  local  slaughterhouses  none  of  the  butohera 
is  nterested  in  that  poor  class  of  carcase  that  is  hoped  to  show  a good  profit  but  frequently  shows  a 
dead  loss,  a fact  which  rebounds  to  their  credit. 


MILK  SAMPLES.  Little  undesigiated  milk  was  sold  in  the  area.  All  samples  not  up  to  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  were  reported  to  the  appropriate  authority  immediately. 

The  number  of  samples  tested  for  tubercle  bacille  was  considerably  increased. 

It  is  reported  with  pleasure  that  the  percentage  of  positive  results  dropped  considerably. 


ICE°CREAM.  All  positive  samples  resulted  in  an  immediate  visit  to  the  factory. 


SWIMMING  BATHS.  Samples  were  taken  at  least  monthly  by  this  department  in  addition  to  those  taken  by 
the  baths  manager.  Any  unsatisfactory  samples  were  investigated  forthwith. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION.  The  percentage  of  water  closets  has  risen  slightly  to  96.89  an  increase  of 
.09.  By  a piece  of  very  accurate  work  by  the  Surveyor's  staff  it  was  found  that  some  blocks  of  property 
could  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system,  hitherto  the  scheme  has  been  considered  inpracticabl e. 
The  necessary  steps  to  have  the  work  done  were  taken  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  The  disposal  of  household  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  continues.  There  are  eome 
advantages  in  having  one  centralised  point  of  disposal  but  the  advantage  of  short  hauls  to  a number  of 
tips  outweighs  them,  hence  the  comparatively  large  number  in  the  district. 

It  is  always  more  satisfactory  to  put  household  refuse  to  some  positive  use,  so  the  request  to 
level  the  existing  football  field  at  Shafton  Recreation  Ground  was  gladly  granted.  It  will  take  some 
three  to  four  years  to  complete  but  this  is  a mere  bagatelle  when  one  considers  the  benefit  to  be  derived 

by  the  many  generations  to  come. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM.  During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  co-operation  with  the  Fire  Service  on 
thla  matter.  As  one  premises  in  the  district  is  licensed  to  store  as  much  as  100,000  gallons,  this 
arrangement  was  welcomed  by  this  department  with  open  arms. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES.  One  new  bus  shelter  and  public  convenience  was  erected  during  the  year.  The  cleansing 
of  these  places  presents  some  difficulty  as  they  are  so  widely  scattered. 
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RODENT  CONTROL.  Work  continued  as  usual  during  the  year,  special  attention  being  paid  to  sewage  disposal 
works  and  refuse  tips. 

Every  farmer  and  threshing  contractor  in  the  district  was  notified  of  the  requi rements  of  the 
regulations  designed  to  prevent  the  escape  of  rats  during  threshing  operations.  In  spite  of  this  there 
were  two  contraventions  of  these  regulations  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  both  cases.  The  cost  of  damage 
done  by  rats  runs  into  millions  of  pounds  per  annum,  hence  the  necessity  for  continuous  warfare  against 
this  disease-spreading  and  destructive  pest. 


SPOILBANKS.  The  National  Coal  Board's  effort  to  find  a specie  of  tree  that  will  grow  on  old  spoil  banks 
does  not  appear  to  be  meeting  with  very  much  success.  There  were  the  usual  crop  of  fires  which  were  dealt 
with  in  the  usual  manner. 


CLEAN  FOOD.  During  the  year  prosecutions  were  made  in  connection  with  mouldy  pork  and  meat  pies,  a coin 
in  a loaf  of  bread,  insects  in  an  orange  drink,  and  dirty  milk  bottles. 

A reference  was  made  in  the  national  press  to  this  section  of  last  year's  report;  it  is  unfortunate 
that  such  people  can  make  these  references  and  alter  the  meaning  and  circumstances  with  impunity  instead 
of  having  to  give  a direct  quotation. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  Action  was  necessary  in  one  particular  case  and  resulted  in  re-designing  so  that  the  smoke 
was  passed  through  the  fire. 


SALVAGE . The  price  of  waste  paper  fluctuated  from  £6.IOs.Od.  to  £7.0e„0d.  per  ton  which  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  1951  price  of  £16  par  ton.  There  was  an  increase  in  collection  of  6 tons  6 cwts, 
and  in  value  of  £150,  over  the  1954  figures. 


MARKET.  The  only  item  of  major  importance  was  the  proposed  extension  of  the  car  park.  Negotiations 
continued  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  North  Eastern  Gas  Board.  The  number  of  cars  to  be 
parked  on  market  days  continued  to  increase  so  that  extra  parking  space  became  a necessity. 


STAFF.  The  staff  during  the  year  was  as  fol lows:- 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


C.T.  Peacock,  F.S.I.A. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 


(Until  17/4/55). 
(from  31/3/55) 


6.H.  Suggitt,  M.S.I.A. 
A.  Senior,  M.S.I .A. 
J.H.  Cooper,  M.S.I.A. 
T.  Limbert,  M.S.i.A. 
M.C.O.  Peril ey,  M.S.I.A. 
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C)  erks 


J.  Glew  (Senior) 
H.  Hammond. 

E.  Peate. 


My  thanks  are  again  due  to  them  for  the  manner  in  which  their  duties  were  carried  out. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  close  and  friendly  co-operation,  and 
to  the  members  of  the  other  departments  and  the  chairman  and  members  of  the  committees  for  the  assistance 
rendered  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  this  department. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.T.  PE ACOCK. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


No,  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  or 

Hous  ing  Acts  1 ,267 

No.  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  4,195 

No.  of  houses  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitat! on  215 

No.  of  dwe I I i nghouses  rendered  f i t as  a result  of  informal  acticn  113 

No.  of  dwel I inghouses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  statutory  powers  177 


VERMINOUS  HOUSES.  (Bed  buqs  and  fleas) 

Counc  i 1 . 

Others. 

No,  found  to  be  infested 

14 

20 

No.  disinfected 

14 

20 

Bel  ow 

WATER  SAMPLES. 

Satisfactory. 

Standard. 

Chemical  examination 

Nil 

Nil 

Bacteriological  examination 

161 

22  (including 

13  doubtful) 

MILK  SAMPLES. 

Methylene  Blue  teat 

92 

13 

Presence  of  Tuberculosis 

103 

7 

ICE  CREAM. 

10 

5 

MILK  LICENCES  (DEALERS). 


Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Supplementary  I ieercces  4 

Steri I ised  I 5 

Supplementary  licences  3 


PETROLEUM. 

No,  of  I icfenr.es  renewed  52 

No.  of  new  licences  issued  6 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


No.  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  7 

No.  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  7 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1953. 

No.  of  slaughtermen's  licences  renewed  during  the  year  33 

No.  of  new  licences  issued  4 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 
excl uding 

cows. 

Cows, 

Ca  1 ves . 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

1 

• 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

330 

75 

5 

794 

1406 

Number  inspected 

330 

75 

5 

794 

1406 

AH  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

50 

19 

Nil 

195 

155 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.8. 

15.1 

25.3 

Nil 

24.5 

II  .0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

33 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  T.B 

10 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

2.6 

Total  weight  of  hone  killed  meat  condemned  at  private  slaughterhouses  2 tons.  4}  cwts. 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  866 

Total  of  weight  of  other  foods  condemned  19  cwts.  3 qtrs. 

Number  of  inspections 


55 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950.. 

No.  of  vi  s!  Vs 

No.  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  4 

Number  emedi ed  3 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  i n di stri at  1 3 

Number  of  inspections  ' 31 

Number  of  bakehouses  underground  Ni  I 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No.  of  smoke  observations  each  of  30  minutes  duration  Nil 

No.  showing  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke  Nil 

Number  of  cautions  issued  Nil 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  Nil 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


Regulated  Buildings. 
Trades,  ete. 

No.  i n 

Di strict. 

No.  on 

Regi ster. 

No.  of 

1 nspections. 

General 

Condi ti one. 

Common  Lodgi ng  Houses. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

- 

- 

- • 

- 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

18 

18 

90 

Sati sfactory 

Knacker's  Yards. 

2 

2 

20 

Sati sfactory 

FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  AND  1 948. 


Inspeetiona  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premi ses. 

No.  on 
Regi  ster. 

Inspections. 

No.  of 

wri tten 

notices. 

Oocupi ers 
prosecuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

6 

14 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authori  ty . 

70 

39 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers'  premises). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

76 

53 

- 

- 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Referrad 

Parti ®u!  ars. 

Found 

Remedi ad 

to  H.M, 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

** 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowd!  ng 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sani tary  convent  ences 

' 

' 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(e)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

*=* 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

NUISANCES. 


Number  found  during  1955 

777 

Number  i n hand  1 954 

199 

Total  requiring  abatement 

976 

Abated  during  the  year 

745 

Outstanding  at  the  end  of  1955 

231 

NOTICES. 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  during  1955  366 
No.  complied  with  (including  199  from  previous  year)  334 
No.  of  statutory  notices  served  168 
No.  complied  with  (including  88  from  previous  year)  178 


Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken  28 
CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  privies  with  open  middens  32 
No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets  301 
No.  of  privies  with  covered  middens  165 
No.  of  water  closets  added  during  the  year  280 
Total  number  of  water  closets  15,715 
Other  types  of  closets  constructed  during  the  year  Nil 
Percentage  of  closets  on  water  carriage  system  96.89 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Number  of  premises  with  dustbins  15,249 

Cost  of  Public  Cleansing  £28,831 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

Number  of  cesspoocls  145 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Housing  786 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  127 

Nuisances  and  complaints  1,231 

Drains  and  Sewers  596 

Sanitary  cpnveniences  III 

Infectous  disease  248 

Ponds,  ditches,  etc,  31 

Changes  in  tenancies  (Council  houses)  649 

Applications  to  take  in  lodgers  (Council  houses)  81 

Wet  or  Fried  Fish  Shops  50 

Bakehouses  31 

Ice  cream  premises  16 

Food  preparing  premises  103 

Butchers  shops  410 

Food  inspection  55 

SI aughterhouses  866 

Food  poisoning  (and  suspected  food  poisoning)  184 

Water  supplies  36 

Shops  Act  57 

Milk  and  Dai ri es  Regu I ati ons  (Samples)  95 

Factories  Act  53 

Spci (bank  60 

Petroleum  Acts  51 

Re“visits  (preliminary  and  statutory  notices)  2,858 

Market  149 

Rodent  Control  3,333 

Miscellaneous  (interviews,  etc)  762 
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